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Abstract

This study aims to identify the way cartoon in the Palestinian press tackled the Israeli
aggression on Gaza in 2014. Also, the study covers the topics that were covered through
cartoon as well as the ways of coverage. The study aims to identify the prominent
cartoonists and their trends in the Palestinian newspapers.

The current study is descriptive. It uses the survey method. Content analysis method was
also used. The study is based on a tool of analyzing content of cartoon covering the Israeli
aggression on Gaza in 2014 appearing in the four daily Palestinian newspapers, along with
conducting interviews.

This study has used a comparative approach to highlight similarities and differences in
cartoon usage by the daily Palestinian newspapers to cover the attack on Gaza in 2014.

The researcher has used census method for all the newspapers in question, i.e. Al Quds,
Felesteen, Al-Ayyam, and Al-Hayat Al-Jadeeda starting from July 8", 2014 to August 26™,
2014 — the period of the attack on Gaza.

The study has reached the following findings:

1- The issues of negotiations and ceasefire got the highest percentage in cartoon
covering the Israeli attack on Gaza in 2014 with 21.6%, followed by the issue of
Palestinian victims, Palestinian resistance, Israeli attacks, and then the issues of
different positions of factions, as well as the Gazans' steadfastness.

2— Each newspaper depended on a cartoonist to cover the issues of aggression, except
one newspaper that depended on a basic cartoonist and a group of other cartoonists
with him. Felesteen newspaper adopted the work of Alaa Al-Lagta, Al-Ayyam
newspaper relied on Bahaa al-Bukhari, Al-Hayat Al-Jadeeda depended on
Mohamed Saba'na, and Al Quds newspaper used the cartoon of Khalil Abu Arafa.

3— Cartoonists depended on unknown symbolic figures when covering the issues of
the aggression with a percentage of 45.3%. Then they referred to Israeli political
figures and Palestinian citizens.

4- Cartoonists used to severely criticize the aggression as well as the political and
official positions therefrom in an attempt to highlight its awfulness with a
percentage of 61.8%, followed by incitement approach, and then adopting a
position.

5- Cartoonists in the newspapers in question depended on cartoons that are
accompanied by comments with a percentage of 86%.

6— Standard Arabic is the main language adopted by cartoonists in writing the
comments accompanying cartoons with a percentage of 84.5%. The Palestinian
dialect was rarely used.

77— Cartoonists of newspapers in question used colors with a percentage of 63.5%.

www.manaraa.com



The study has reached the following recommendations:

1- There should be balance in the issues covered by cartoon. Too much focus should
not be on political issues, rather it should be on humanitarian and social issues,
particularly during aggressions and political crises.

2—- There should be more interest in the issues that could support the internal front and
raise the morale of people during any Israeli aggression aiming at supporting the
steadfastness of people.

3— It is necessary that cartoonists use languages other than Arabic. The researcher
recommend that cartoonists should study Hebrew to address the Israeli audience.

4- There should be interest in arranging advanced courses for cartoonists. There
should be coordination to conduct joint workshops between cartoonists and the
Palestinian newspapers, as well as the colleges of media in the Palestinian
universities in order to enhance this art and its role.

5- A new specialization in media should be established that could combine fine arts,
drawing, and media.
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